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§ 150.380 Under what circumstances 
may vessels operate within the safe-
ty zone or area to be avoided? 

(a) Table 150.380(a) of this section 
lists both the areas within a safety 

zone where a vessel may operate and 
the clearance needed for that location. 

TABLE 150.380(a)—REGULATED ACTIVITIES OF VESSELS AT DEEPWATER PORTS 

Regulated activities Safety zone 

Areas to be 
avoided around 
each deepwater 

port 
component 1 

Anchorage areas 

Other areas with-
in and adjacent to 

the safety zone 
(e.g., no anchor-

ing area) 

Tankers calling at port ....................................... C C C C 
Support vessel movements ................................ C C C C 
Transit by vessels other than tankers or sup-

port vessels.
F D P P 

Mooring to surface components (for example 
an SPM) by vessels other than tankers or 
support vessels.

N N N N 

Anchoring by vessels other than tankers or 
support vessels.

N F C F 

Fishing, including bottom trawl (shrimping) ....... N D P N 
Mobile drilling operations or erection of struc-

tures.2 
N R N N 

Lightering/transshipment .................................... N N N N 

1 Areas to be avoided are in subpart J of this part. 
2 Not part of Port Installation. 
Key to regulated activities for Table 150.380(a): 
C—Movement of the vessel is permitted when cleared by the person in charge of vessel operations. 
D—Movement is not restricted, but recommended transit speed not to exceed 10 knots. Communication with the person in 

charge of vessel operations. 
F—Only in an emergency. Anchoring will be avoided in a no anchoring area except in the case of immediate danger to the 

ship or persons on board. 
N—Not permitted. 
P—Transit is permitted when the vessel is not in the immediate area of a tanker, and when cleared by the vessel traffic super-

visor. 
R—Permitted only if determined that operation does not create unacceptable risk to personnel safety and security and oper-

ation. For transiting foreign-flag vessels, the requirement for clearance to enter the area to be avoided and no anchoring area is 
advisory in nature, but mandatory for an anchorage area established within 12 nautical miles. 

(b) If the activity is not listed in 
table 150.380(a) of this section, nor oth-
erwise provided for in this subpart, the 
Captain of the Port’s permission is re-
quired before operating in the safety 
zone or regulated navigation area. 

§ 150.385 What is required in an emer-
gency? 

In an emergency, for the protection 
of life or property, a vessel may deviate 
from a vessel movement requirement 
in this subpart without clearance from 
a manned deepwater port’s person in 
charge of vessel operations if the mas-
ter advises the port person in charge of 
the reasons for the deviation at the 
earliest possible moment. 

Subpart E—Cargo Transfer 
Operations 

§ 150.400 What does this subpart do? 
This subpart prescribes rules that 

apply to the transfer of oil or natural 
gas at a deepwater port. 

§ 150.405 How must a cargo transfer 
system be tested and inspected? 

(a) No person may transfer oil or nat-
ural gas through a cargo transfer sys-
tem (CTS) at a deepwater port unless it 
has been inspected and tested accord-
ing to this section. 

(b) The single point mooring (SPM)– 
CTS must be maintained as required by 
the design standards used to comply 
with § 149.650 of this chapter. 

(c) If the manufacturer’s maximum 
pressure rating for any cargo transfer 
hose in a SPM–CTS has been exceeded, 
unless it was exceeded for testing re-
quired by this section, the hose must 
be: 
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